[The cause of infection as the main or additional cause of death in patients treated for small cell lung cancer].
In 116 out of 845 patients treated for small cell lung cancer (SCLC) in the Institute of Tuberculosis and Chest Disease in Warsaw in the years 1980-1994 infection was the main or coexistent cause of death. In 4.1% infection was proved of bacterial origin and in further 6.5% of probable bacterial origin (in the later group cultures were negative or not done but fungal infection, pneumocystosis pneumonia and tuberculosis were excluded on autopsy). In 1.54% infection was of fungal origin, 1.2% patients died of Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia and 0.35% of tuberculosis. The majority of patients who died with and/or from infection had treatment-related leukopenia and 99 of them were treated with corticosteroids. Fungal infection, pneumocytosis and tuberculosis were found more frequently than bacterial infection in patients treated with cumulative dose of prednisone above 2000 mg. 33.62% patients had no symptoms or signs of infection. No connection was found between the absence of symptoms and treatment with steroids or the grade of leukopenia. In all cases infection was recognised very late, in 58 only at autopsy.